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S  A  N  I  T  A  R  Y  A  U  T  !  I  O  R  I  1'  Y 


FOR  THE 

BOROUGH  OF  LEICESTER. 

— - « - 

Gextlemen, 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  have  to  announce  to  you 
a  considerable  diminution  in  the  mortality  during  the  year 
1  s  73.  The  total  amount  of  registered  deaths  having  been 
-4/8,  from  which  must  be  deducted  44  deaths  occurring 
in  the  County  Lunatic  Asylum  of  patients  who  were  not 
previously  inhabitants  of  the  Borough,  and  also  30 
patients  from  the  country  who  died  in  the  Infirmary,  and 
3  in  the  Fever  House,  making  together  77  deaths,  which 
being  subtracted  from  the  gross  registered  mortality  will 
make  2401  as  the  true  mortality  of  the  Borough  for  1873  ; 
and  estimating  the  population  at  the  end  of  1873  at 
104,800  (calculated  at  the  rate  of  increase  which  pre¬ 
vailed  between  1  SGI  and  1871,  the  year  of  the  census) 
the  ratio  of  deaths  per  1000  will  be  233)1 3,  the  lowest 
mortality  of  which  I  have  any  record  in  any  year.  Of 
the  gross  mortality  of  2401,  1188  deaths  were  those  of 
children  under  two  years  of  age;  leaving  1213  as  the 
entire  mortality  of  the  remainder  of  the  population  at  all 
ages  for  the  year  1  873. 
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Of  the  total  deaths  310  were  unregistered,  or  certified 
by  unlicensed  practitioners,  being  about 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  1873  was  as  follows  : — 

March  Quarter . 1021  September  Quarter ...  1 1 0  8 

June  „  . 10G6  December  ,,  ...110/ 

Making  altogether  4452  ;  and  an  excess  of  Births  over 
Deaths  (corrected)  of  1074,  and  an  increase  of  Births  over 
1872  of  298. 

This  year  has  been  an  exception  to  former  years  in 
this  respect,  that  the  Births  in  the  March  quarter,  which 
have  hitherto  been  the  most  numerous,  have  been  the 
lowest. 

Before  entering  upon  the  consideration  of  the  different 
classes  and  orders  into  which  diseases  have  been  divided, 
I  may  observe  that  with  reference  to  the  first  class,  that  ot 
Zymotic  diseases,  the  Registrar  General  at  the  close 
of  1873  makes  the  following  observations  relative  to 
their  fatality  in  certain  of  the  large  manufacturing 
towns.  He  says  that  “the  annual  death  rate  from  the 
seven  principal  .Zymotic  diseases  ranged  from  0  3  and  0  5 
in  Bradford  and  Leicester,  to  6‘5,  7’9,  and  9'2  in  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  and  Leeds  ;  a  mortality 
so  exceptionally  low  as  respects  Leicester,  that  I  tear  it 
cannot  be  expected  to  be  permanent,  being  1  believe  in 
some  measure  due  to  the  entire  absence  ot  the  existence 
of  any  epidemic  disease  during  the  last  year  ;  at  the  same 
time  1  cannot  but  think  that  the  great  attention  that  has 
been  devoted  to  the  abolition  of  nuisances  must  have 
necessarily  had  considerable  effect  in  producing  the 
favourable  result. 
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ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

I  he  deaths  from  the  principal  diseases  in  this  class  were 
as  follows : — 

S  M  A  L  L  -  P  0  X . 

There  h  ave  been  only  two  deaths  from  this  disease 
during  the  year,  one  of  these  happened  in  January  and  the 
other  in  February,  since  which  I  have  not  heard  of  the 
occurrence  of  any  case. 

MEASLES. 

1'he  deaths  have  been  in  excess  of  those  in  the  last  four 
years.  In  18GS  the  disease  prevailed  in  an  epidemic  form, 
and  carried  oft  247  children,  since  which  the  mortality 
has  not  exceeded  40.  This  year  the  deaths  have  amounted 
to  (32.  At  the  time  at  which  I  write  there  are  no 
indications  of  its  existence  in  an  Epidemic  form,  but  I  fear 
that  no  long  time  will  elapse  before  we  have  a  severer 
visitation  than  we  have  had  for  the  last  live  years. 

S  C  A  R  L  A  T I N  A . 

I  have  only  to  record  six  deaths  from  this  cause  duriim 
the  year.  In  1870  there  were  263  ;  in  1871,  112;  and 
in  ls72,  .7.  It  is  probable  that  during  the  year  1874  we 
may  again  escape  its  occurrence  as  an  epidemic. 

D IPTIIER  I  A. 

The  deaths  have  only  amounted  to  nine.  We  may 
congratulate  ourselves  that  it  has  never  prevailed  in  an 
Epidemic  form  in  Leicester.  W lien  it  occurs  in  young 
children  it  is  frequently  confounded  with  croup  ;  but  when 
it  exists  in  an  epidemic  form,  it  attacks  persons  at  all  ages. 
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CROUP. 

The  deaths  have  been  18,  which  is  about  the  average. 
Last  year  they  were  only  12,  which  was  below  it. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

The  deaths  have  amounted  to  G4,  which  is  an  increase 
over  the  three  preceding  years,  which  were  respectively 
in  1870,  56  ;  1871,  32  ;  1872,  51.  This  disease  rarely  if 
I  ever  attains  the  dimensions  of  Scarlatina  and  measles  in 
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an  epidemic  form. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

The  deaths  have  been  44,  of  which  three  were  country 
patients  who  died  in  the  Fever  House.  In  1872  the 
deaths  were  49,  and  in  1871,  53.  Taking  into  considera¬ 
tion  the  increase  of  population,  there  is  a  notable  climinu-  ] 
tion  in  1873,  which  I  trust  it  may  not  be  premature  to 
attribute  to  the  improved  sanitary  state  of  the  town. 


FEVER  NOT  SPECIFIED. 

Tiie  deaths  have  only  amounted  to  9.  The  greater 
part  of  these  have  been  young  children. 

TYPHUS  FEVER. 

rPlie  deaths  have  been  2  ;  one  was  a  child  of  four  years 

of  age,  and  the  other  an  adult.  We  may  be  permitted  to 
doubt  whether  they  were  not  inadvertently  entered  under 
this  head  (formerly  used  to  designate  Enteric  Fever) 
before  the  distinction  between  the  two  diseases  was  so 
clearly  defined  as  it  is  at  the  present  time.  1  am  happy 
to  say  that  true  Typhus  Fever  only  occurs  in  Leicester 


*7 


as  an  imported  disease.  I  have  never  seen  an  indigenous 
ease  here,  either  in  the  Fever  House,  or  in  private  practice. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

The  deaths  have  been  10,  a  slight  reduction  as  com¬ 
pared  with  last  year,  when  they  amounted  to  14,  but 
about  the  average  of  the  last  four  years. 

M  E  T  R  I  A . 

the  deaths  from  this  disease  have  been  included  among 

O 

the  diseases  of  Childbirth. 

INFLUENZA. 

No  deaths  are  recorded  from  this  cause. 

DIARRHOEA. 

The  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  have  amounted  to  314,  and 
there  were  also  2  from  English  Cholera.  Last  year  the 
deaths  from  Diarrhoea  were  305,  and  the  previous  year 
303,  so  that  allowing  tor  the  increase  of  population,  it 
may  be  considered  to  have  been  pretty  nearly  stationary. 

I  have  not  relaxed  in  my  endeavours  to  collect  facts, 
in  order  to  elucidate  the  cause  of  its  great  fatality  in  this 
town,  and  every  house  in  which  a  death  from  the  disease 
occurred  has  been  visited  by  our  active  and  experienced 
Inspectors,  Sergeants  Buxton  and  Brayley,and  the  results  of 
their  enquiries  are  tabulated  and  annexed  to  this  Report, 
which  every  one  can  analyse  at  their  discretion.  Many 
ol  the  returns  are  at  variance  with  popular  theories  ;  for 
instance,  we  find  the  deaths  to  be  more  numerous  where 
the  house  was  airy  than  where  it  was  confined,  and  where 
its  sanitary  state  was  good  than  where  it  was  tolerable  or 
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bad  ;  where  Water-works  water  was  used  than  where  wells 
were  resorted  to  ;  where  the  mother  did  not  go  out  to  work 
than  where  she  did,  &c.  The  only  returns  in  consonance 
with  general  opinion  are  those  with  reference  to  the  age 
of  the  patients,  and  the  delicacy  of  the  mother,  and  the 
latter  not  in  a  very  marked  degree. 

But  I  would  remind  my  readers  that  there  is  one  cause, 
the  co-existence  of  which  both  with  respect  to  the  relative 
number  of  cases  and  their  mortality  is  invariable ,  and  that 
is  heat.  Whether  they  stand  in  the  relation  of  cause  and 
effect  every  one  will  decide  for  himself. 


PARTICULARS  OF  ENQUIRY  relative  to  Deaths  from 

Diarrhoea. 


Age  .— 


One  year  and  under  .  269 

Above  .  14 

House : — 

Airy  .  183 

Conlined  .  180 

Sanitary  State — 

Bad  .  19 

Gcod  .  193 

Toler  .ble  .  63 

Nut  stated .  8 

Water  supply — 

Waterworks  .  187 

Well  .  93 

Not  stated .  3 

Constitution  of  Father — 

Robust  .  169 

Delicate  .  1UU 

Not  stated  .  14 


Constitution  of  Mother — 

Robust  .  137 

Delicate  .  142 

N ot  stated .  4 

Mother  go  out  to  work...  S2 
Mother  not  go  out  to  wi >rk  20 1 
Was  child  nursed  on  breast 

alone  .  107 

Or  breast  and  bottle .  98 

Or  bottle  alone  .  78 

The  283  Mothers  above 
stated  have  had  alto¬ 
gether  children .  1120 

Of  these  were  born  robust  141 
,,  ,,  delicate  136 

Not  stated .  6 

Of  these  the  number  dead  586 
,,  aliA  e  o34 


R H EUMAT1S M  . 

The  deaths  have  been  4,  the  same  as  last  year  and 
the  year  before.  As  I  mentioned  in  my  last  the  deaths 
caused  by  Rheumatism  arc  much  more  numerous,  but 


I  hey  are  entered  under  the  heads  of  the  diseases  to  which 
it  gives  rise,  and  these  are  principally  heart  diseases. 

ALCOU OLISM. 

Two  deaths  are  recorded  from  drink  (1  presume  from 
its  direct  effects),  for  if  the  number  were  specified  of  those 
who  fall  victims  to  the  diseases  caused  by  immoderate 
indulgence,  the  list  would  indeed  be  a  long  and  sad  one. 

THRUSH. 

1  he  deaths  have  amounted  to  10,  which  is  an  increase 
over  the  last  two  years,  when  they  were  respectively  6 
and  7. 


DIATHETIC  DISEASES, 

D  R  0  P  S  Y  . 

There  have  been  only  13  deaths  from  this  disease,  which 
(with  the  exception  of  the  year  1870,  when  there  were 
only  11  deaths)  is  the  lowest  for  the  last  eight  years.  It 
is  generally  a  symptom  accompanying  other  diseases  rather 
than  itself  a  substantive  one. 

C  A  N  C  E  R  . 

The  deaths  this  year  amount  to  3G,  which  is  the  same 
number  as  in  187lh  It  is  a  subject  of  congratulation  that 
it  does  not  show  any  tendency  to  increase. 


TUBERCULAR  DISEASES. 

MESENTERIC  DISEASE. 

This  disease,  which  is  generally  confined  to  youny 
children,  is  classed  with  Tubercular  Diseases.  The  deaths 
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have  only  amounted  to  1G  ;  in  1872  they  were  27,  and 
in  1871  30.  If  this  decrease  is  continued  in  future 
years  it  will  indicate  an  improvement  in  the  stamina 
of  the  rising  generation. 

PHTHISIS. 


1  am  happy  to  note  a  diminution’in  the  number  of  deaths 
from  Consumption.  They  amounted  to  232,  which  is  the 
smallest  number  I  have  recorded  since  the  year  18GG. 
Many  persons,  however,  are  of  opinion  that  the  deaths  arc 
increasing.  I  have,  therefore,  calculated  the  ratio  of 
deaths  per  1000  in  proportion  to  the  population,  at  inter¬ 
vals  of  four  years  from  the  year  1865  to  1873. 

In  1SG5  they  were...  ...  ...  28 

In  1869  „  .  27 

In  1873  „  .  2-2 

The  opinion  is  therefore  erroneous,  and  the  deaths  are 
decreasing. 

HYDROCEPHALUS. 

T'ue  deaths  have  amounted  to  17.  In  one  year  only 
in  the  last  eight  years  have  they  been  as  low,  and  that 
was  in  the  year  1868,  when  they  amounted  to  17  ;  but 
taking  into  consideration  the  increase  in  the  population 
the  mortality  is  very  favourable. 

The  diminished  mortality  in  all  the  diseases  of  this 
order  indicates  an  improvement  in  the  general  health  and 
stamina  of  the  population. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM. 

The  deaths  from  Inflammation  of  the  Brain  and  Spine 
show  a  considerable  diminution.  In  18/2  they  weic  3-, 


and  in  1873  only  ID,  which  is  the  lowest  I  have  recorded 
for  the  last  eight  years. 

A  P  0  P  L  E  X  Y . 

I  lie  deaths  from  this  cause  show  a  slight  diminution, 
viz.,  40  as  against  45  in  1872. 

PARALYSIS. 

in  this  disease,  too,  there  is  a  decrease  from  50  in  1872, 
to  41  in  1873.  This  is  the  smallest  number  since  1865, 
with  the  exception  of  one  year,  1867,  when  there  were 
3'J  deaths. 


EPILEPSY. 


There  were  14  deaths  in  IS 73,  as  against  17  in  1872. 
CONVULSIONS. 

T  regret  to  observe  that  the  deaths  from  this  disease 
are  the  highest  in  the  last  seven  years  ;  they  have 
amounted  to  187.  Last  year  (1872)  they  were  141  ; 
there  is,  therefore,  a  considerable  increase.  Including  all 
the  diseases  comprehended  in  the  Class  Nervous  Di  seases, 
the  number  is  360  as  compared  with  330  in  1872,  and 
303  in  1871. 

DISEASES  OP  THE  HEART  AND  JJLOOD 

VESSELS. 

I  am  sorry  to  record  an  increase  in  this  order.  The 
deaths  have  amounted  to  134,  as  compared  with  116  in 
1872,  and  114  in  1871. 


12 


DISEASES  OF  THE  RESPIRATORY  ORGANS. 


The  number  of  deaths  from  the  diseases  comprised  in 
this  order  amount  altogether  to  389  in  1873,  to  334  in 
1872,  and  359  in  1871.  Comparing  them  individually 
with  the  previous  year  1872,  the  deaths  from  Bronchitis 
were  172  in  1872,  and  203  in  1873  ;  and  from  Pneu¬ 
monia,  127  in  1872,  and  146  in  1873.  These  are  the 
most  important  diseases  in  this  order,  the  mortality  from 
the  other  diseases  being  comparatively  insignificant. 


DISEASES  ; OF  DIGESTIVE  ORGANS. 

Last  year,  1872,  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  deaths  in 
this  order  from  113  in  1871,  to  107  in  1872,  and  in  1873 
to  99. 

URINARY  DISEASES. 

The  diseases  in  this  order  have  likewise  decreased  from 
46  in  1872,  to  32  in  1873.  Individually,  Albuminuria 
has  decreased  from  14  in  1872  to  6  in  1873.  On  the 
other  hand  Kidney  disease  has  increased  from  7  to  13, 
and  Diabetes  from  3  to  5. 


PREMATURE  BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  Premature  Births  has  decreased  to  54 
from  67  in  the  previous  year  1872.  54  is  the  lowest 

amount  in  the  last  eight  years. 

T  E  E  T  II  INC. 

The  deaths  from  this  cause  have  nearly  resumed  their 
former  proportion.  In  1872  they  were  exceptionally  low. 
having  only  amounted  to  12,  while  in  1873  they 
31,  and  in  1871  37. 


were 
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Have  amounted  to  11  death',  about  tlie  average  of:'  the 

o 

last  three  years. 


O  L  D  AGE. 


The  deaths  have  diminished  ns  compared  with  the  last 
three  years :  the  number  in  1873  has  been  12G.  The 
only  value  of  this  ordc  r  is  to  show  the  number  of  old  people 
who  have  died  from  aye  alone,  without  substantive  disease. 
Numbers  of  very  old  i  k  r.sons  arc  besides  included  among 
the  deaths  from  various  diseases. 


ATROPHY  AND  DEBILITY. 


1  am  happy  to  be  again  able  to  record  a  diminution  of 
the  deaths  in  this  order,  from  250  in  1372  to  223  in 
1873.  It  would  seem  to  indicate  an  improvement  in  the 
physique  and  robustness  of  the  Infantile  population,  which 
1  feared  from  the  high  mortality  in  the  last  few  years  was 
deteriorating. 

O 


I  regret  to  find  that  these  are  increasing,  the  number 
in  1S73  having  been  Go,  as  compared  with  3G  the  pre¬ 
vious  year. 


SU1CID E s  . 
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Defective  Drains  repaired 
Houses  cleansed  ... 

Swine  removed  ... 

Water  Closets  repaired 
Ashpits  repaired  ... 

Urinals  ditto 
Yards  repaired 

Proper  Privy  accommodation  provided  ... 

Excreta  Vaults  altered  and  filled  up 
Manure  removed  ... 

Leaking  Dung  Pits  repaired 
Wells  shut  up 
Cisterns  repaired  ... 

Proper  Water  supply  ordered 

Number  of  Pails  oil  the  Rochdale  System  now  in  use 


170 

241 

23 

124 

20 

13 

55 

10 

195 

9 

f, 

1 

4 

If. 

530 


2  Stokers  have  been  fined  5s.,  and  2G  cautioned  by  the 
Committee. 

The  Lodging-houses  have  been  frequently  visited  by 
day  and  night,  and  the  Bye-laws  ns  to  Limewashing,  &c., 
found  to  be  complied  with,  except  in  one  case,  viz., 
William  Poultney,  who  was  summoned  before  the  Magis¬ 
trates  for  having  an  excess  of  Lodgers,  and  also  for  allow- 
ing  opposite  sexes  to  sleep  in  one  room  ;  for  which  lie 
was  fined  20s.  in  each  case. 


Six  persons  have  been  summoned  before  the  Magistrates 
for  neglecting  to  comply  with  orders  made  by  the  Sani¬ 
tary  Authority  to  do  certain  works  as  to  drains,  vaults, 
privy  cesspools,  &c.  One  was  fined  40s.,  two  were  fined 
20s.  each,  one  was  fined  10s.,  the  other  two  were  with¬ 
drawn. 


,T.  WYATT  CRANE,  M.D., 

Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  No.  1. 

Showing1  the  Causes  of  Death  of  the  Principal 
during  the  year  1873. 

Diseases 

Cl.iss. — Older. 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

I.  —  T. 

Small  Pox... 

2 

Measles 

G2 

Scarlatina  ... 

r. 

Diptlieria  ... 

9 

Croup 

18 

Whooping  Cough 

G4 

Enteric  Fever 

44 

Typhus  Fever 

o 

Fever  not  specified  . . . 

9 

Erysipelas ... 

10 

Metria 

0 

Influenza  ... 

0 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentry 

314 

E.  Cholera 

o 

Rheumatism 

Other  Zymotic  Diseases. 

4 

IT. 

Syphilis  ... 

5 

Other  Diseases  of  this  Order 

0 

III. 

Alcoholism 

9 

Other  Diseases  of  tin's  Order 

0 

IV, 

Thrush 

10 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  this  Order 

II.  —  I. 

Dropsy 

13 

Cancer 

3G 

Mortification 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  this  Order 

0 

If. 

Scrofula  ... 

2 

Tabes  Mesentcriea 

IG 

Phthisis  ... 

0‘>9 

Hydrocephalus 

17 

TIT.— I. 

Other  Diseases  of  this  Order 
Inflammation  of  Brain  ) 

1  ! 

19 

Spine  and  Membranes  > 

Apoplexy  ... 

40 

Paralysis  . . . 

41 

Epilepsy  ... 

14 

Convulsions 

187 

Other  Diseases  . . . 

r>9 

16 


TABLE  No.  L — Continued. 

Class. — Order. 

Other  Diseases  of  Brain,  Spine,  tf'C. 

0 

ii. 

Pericarditis 

0 

Disease  of  Heart,  fyc. 

134 

TIL 

Laryngitis ... 

8 

Bronchitis 

203 

Pleurisy  ... 

Q 

O 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ... 

146 

Asthma 

14 

Other  Diseases  of  this  Order 

15 

IV. 

Gastritis  ... 

0 

Enteritis  ... 

19 

Peritonitis... 

15 

Obstruction  of  Bowels 

7 

Other  Diseases  of  Stomach  and  Bowels  ... 

27 

Hernia 

G 

Jaundice  ... 

8 

Disease  of  Liver,  ifcc. ... 

15 

Other  Diseases  of  this  Order 

0 

Nephria  (Albuminuria) 

6 

Diabetes  ... 

5 

Cystitis 

0 

Diseases  of  Kidney  ... 

13 

Other  Diseases  of  this  Order 

8 

VI. 

Diseases  of  Uterus,  &c. 

1 

VI I. 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c. 

0 

VIII. 

Skin  Diseases,  Ulcer,  Phlegmon 

T) 

IV-  I. 

Premature  Birth 

51 

Teething  ... 

31 

Other  Diseases  of  this  Order 

0 

II. 

Childbirth  and  Diseases  of 

1  1 

III. 

Old  Age  ... 

126 

1  V. 

Atrophy  and  Debility 

223 

Accident  or  Negligence 

()•) 

Murder  and  Manslaughter 

0 

Suicide 

5 

Cause  not  Specified  ... 

12 

Sudden  Death,  cause  not  stated 

1 

No  particulars 

») 

Total — all  causes 

2  1  78 

Showing-  deaths  from  Small  Pox,  at  different  Ag'es,  in  each  Month  of  1873. 
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-  : 


Totals 


Showing  Deaths  from  Consumption,  at  different  Ages,  in  each  month  of  the  year  1873. 


A”o  not  stated.. 


Showing  Deaths  from  Scarlatina,  at  different  Ages,  in  each  Month  of  the  Year  1873 


19 


=  ! 


/ 


7  I 


!l(i  Mini  upward 


Showing  Deaths  from  Typhus  Fever,  at  different  Ages,  in  each  Month  of  the  Year  1873. 


Showing  Deaths  from  Fever  not  Specified,  at  different  Ages,  in  each  Month  of  1373. 


21 


Showing'  Deaths  from  Enteric  Fever,  at  different  Ages,  in  each  Month  of  the  Year  1873. 


0-7 


Showing  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  at  all  Ages,  in  each  Month  of  the  year  1873. 
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